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only time throughout the war, we were forced to leave some of our
dead behind. I particularly remember the body of Humbird Dunlap,
a member of our company, lying in a ditch at the side of the road as
we made our retreat. His face was covered with dust from the road,
his glasses were askew, and one of his arms had been crushed by the
caterpillar treads of one of our tanks. The bodies of our fallen com-
rades were not recovered until about two weeks later.

As I prepared to bed down, I noticed a hole in my loose-fitting
fatigue jacket. Apparently a piece of shrapnel or a bullet had come
very close earlier that day. We were not able to dig into that hard
coral on the ridge, so we piled chunks of coral around us for protec-
tion. As I prepared to stand the first watch, I thanked the good Lord
for watching over me that day and asked for His protection through
the night.

The night passed without incident in our immediate area of the
perimeter, but early the next morning the Japs renewed their attack
from the west down the coastal road. Our platoon was still on the
ridge north of the road and about 100 yards east of the point of the
assault. We could not see the battle that took place, but we could
hear the machine-gun, rifle, and mortar fire as the 2nd Battalion
turned back the Japanese infantrymen. A second J apanese attack
shortly afterward was led by four tanks, followed closely by infan-
try. As the enemy tanks came down the hill from the terrace into the
coconut grove, they were greeted by fire from two Sherman tanks of
the 603rd Tank Company. The light Japanese tanks armed with 37-
mm guns were no match for the heavily armored Sherman tanks and
their 75-mm cannons; in the first tank battle of the war in the Pacific,
all four enemy tanks were destroyed and the attack was thwarted.

After a short pause, the Japanese attacked again, this time led
by three tanks. By then a third Sherman tank had joined the battle.
Asin the previous battle, the Japanese tanks were quickly destroyed
and the infantry assault was turned back. One U.S. tank was sli ghtly
damaged by an enemy shell, but several other hits on our tanks
caused little damage.’

The situation worsened shortly after that when a short round
fired by one of our destroyers landed in the coconut grove immedi-
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